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. Mo N 'E 
MATTHEW Xiv. 24, 25. 


toſſed with waves : for the wind was contrary, 


And in the fourth watch of the night, Fe ſus wont | 


ano them walking on the ſea. 


fea, they were troubled, ſaying, It is a ' Opirit ; 
nnd they cried out for fear. 

IHE. Dodrine I would urge from this paſ- 
ſage of holy writ, is, That altho” Chriſt 
5 fiem to be far diſtant from his people under their 

trials, yet he notices them in a particular way. 
lle faw them toiling and rowing, as Mark bath 
ns and yet he was at prayer all the time. 
Poor clearing of this point, we ſhall ſhow, 
1. What way Chriſt notices the trials of his 
people; and why he doth ſo. Y 


I. What his notice of his people, in their 


trials, doth ſay to them. And, 


III. What are the trials wherein Chriſt doth 8 


moſt notice his people. 

1, For the firſt, | he 
f | | | Sn 
= people, ath 1 zerordained the = 
Fternal Council: Noting ever peo. 
ple, but what was decreed from evamiiing. 
And in time, he ſo orders them, that they fall 
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But the ſhip was now in the midſt of the fear. 


5 And when the diſciples ſaw him walking on the „ 7 


notices the trials of his RP 


out for the ſuitable exerciſe of hig, people, -- 


j 


eye on them therein. 2. He hath not only 


_ Chriſt's care of his People, &'c. 


cording to their ſeveral caſes: And keeps 15 


permiſſive, but an ative hand in ſetting all he S 


inſtruments of their trials on foot, whether they 
be dey; Is, or men, or winds, or ſtorras. He 


ſifted the houſe of Iſrael, as corn is fifted in a 


Herve, vet ſo, as not one grain is loſt. 3. By 


his Providence he tryſts a convenient ſeaſon 


for the trial, and ſometimes (as he did to Pe- 
ter) gives them warning of it before the trial 


come. This night, ſays he, before the cock crow 


thou ſhalt deny me thrice. And by his Provi- 


dence he ſets bounds to the trial, that it ſhall 
come fuch and ſuch a length and no further: 
And in the text, he lets the diſciples toil on till 


the fourth Watch of the night. 4. He notices 
the trials of his people, as s he makes intercel- 


_— 


_ Hon to his Father for them. He re he is at 
prayer, when they are toiling and rowing in 


the night-time 1 ſea. | 5 He 10 not 1C28 the 5 


trials of his people, as thereby he carries on 
his own purpoſes and noble deſigns, and makes 
all their trials ſubſervient thereto. 


If it be aſked, Why doth he fo 3 che 
trials of liis people? I anſwer firſt, Becauſe he 


is highly concerned in them, they ſtand in a 


near relation to him, they are all the fruit. of ; 
the travail of his ſoul, he is engaged to the 


Father for them, and they and all that ſhail be- 


fal them, are committed to him, who is to be 


anſwerable for them all, from the leaſt to the 


greateſt. 2. Becauſe there are few or none, 
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but he that takes notice of their kde ſor they ” 
can do little for themſclyes, and others deſpiſe 


II. For the bond His noticing his people 


in their trials, ſays, 11 They are not under them 
by chance or fortune, but, by bis appointment, 


and with deliberation. 2. That they are not as 


alone in their trials, altho* ſometimes they per- 
ceive him not, yet even then his eye is on them, 


and his heart is with them, and they are with 


him. Pſalm Ixxiii. 22, 23. When I cc, as @ 


beaſt before ey yet, nevertheleſs, I am continual- 


ly with thee. 2. It ſays his people's trials caen- 
not run a full career, as otherwiſe they might : 
But, he ſets bounds to them, and he will allow - 


ſtrength wherewith to debate with them all. 


HI. What are the trials of his people, where- 


in he doth moſt concern himſelf? I anſwer, He 
| concerns himſelf in all the trials of his people, 


but eſpecially thoſe that duty leads them to: 
As here, when he commanded his diſciples to 
go to ſea. 2, He moſt notices and concerns 
Himſelf in trials that are above their reach, as 


do an iſſue and out-gate : as this in the text 


was. 3. He notices. and concerns himſelf in 
theſe trials, under which his people exerciſe 
themſelves, and labour as they can, though all 
their labour ſignify but little. 4. He notices. 
and concerns himſelf in all their trials which 


are hard, and far above what they have for. 


meſty met with, ſuch as this in the text allo 


For application, Let the Lord's People com- 


UNJEF afficting Dijpenſ; ations, 5 


fort t themſelves from this, © Phat their Lord 
and 122 155 i0tices all their trials, in all the 
fore-men Alone reſpects, and thinks himſelf 
Bach concerned lo to do.“ And, feeing it is 
fo, wicked men and perſecutors, will not get 
all the intents of their hearts : accompliched up- 
on his people, bat they ha „ fapported its 
der their trials, and ſind relief from them. And 
particularly we may learn from this, that the 
trials 97 Fac rc y POPC. in Bi in nd 1 
land arc ndticcd 5 him, and that he is much 
COUNCELACH In them. or! hee 0 vid enge age them 


7% 


Ix 4 & 110 W Ork and bun For AV hich they {uffer. | 


2. The trials they are under now, are above 
remedy as to men, and above trials they hae 
bren under before. And 


Ins as they can under them. 3. Their trials 


4 
; 


L 


Are accom panicd wi ich many notorious indigni- 


ties done to the King of heaven. 4. His name 
> ſingula xl engaged in the thing, all nations 
re 100. ing whither our matters will tend, hav- 
os heard d that we are a people covenanted with 
God. He Kat 2 conſiderable ſtock in the 
wel that is now at fea, toſſed with wind and 
Wares : A very 5 remnant. And, if his 
people would reſolve rather to drown and periſh 
together, than ſin by compliance, it would peak 
much good of our buünefs. 6. Chriſt's advo- | 
cation is on foot for his people, WhO are enga- 
ged for him. He was at prayer when his dif 
_ ciples were at ſea: And he prayed for Pol 
that his faith might not fall. 
3 


luis pecp! le are tol- _ 


in with Chriſt, in all the points of his advoca- 
tion that we have hinted at, to keep up the 
cauſe of his concernment ; ever chooſing af- 
fliction rather than ſin: And ſtudy to have the 
right uſe of the trial, and be as earneſt for tbat 
as for the out- gate, remembring always, for 
your comfort and the eſtabliſnment of your 

hearts, that Chriſt is pleading and advocating 
2 cauſe before the throne of God, in all 

rut forenamed reſpects, and know that God 
: edi him always, and that he will not lie un- 
10 David, but will Keep covenant with him, 
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Noa his advocation is in order to theſe 
F things, 1. That his people's faith fail not, as 
| hath been faid. 2. That their ſin, which brought 
on the trial, and all the circumſtances of their 
miſcarriages under the trial, may be forgiven. 
% That they may: not take any unlawful way 
1 a delivery. 4. That the trial may be ſanc- 


tiſied, ſo that it may 4 its proper fruit 


in them that are under it. That their want 

| ry a right Spirit inay not ines este their trial, or 

top t the delivery or iflue: and that the delive- 
: ry may be haſtened, as it is in Zech. 1, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12. Chriſt is ſeen among the myrtſe 
trees in the bottom; and he interpoſes tor the ©: 
church in her trial. O Lord of hoſts, how long 
wilt thou not have mercy on Feruſalem, and on 
the cities of Judah, againſt which thou haſt had 

indignation theſe threeſcore and ten years? O 

f or the faith of this, that our advocate inter- 

| poſes in all our trials, and that all of you would 


ſtudy to be of one mind, and comply and ſtrike 


pL - 
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even although his children tranſgreſs 1 it. And - 


that is good ground of conlolation. 


From their tolling and e obſerve, That 


the people of God under trials, ought to be 
In the uſe of the means that he hath felt them, 
altho' the ule thereof ſignify little for their de- 
livery. So the di ilciples here did work againſt 
wind and weather, albeit to little purpoſe. The 
four or five loaves tho? it ſeemed in vain to ſet 


them before fo many to iced them, yet Chriſt 


made uſe of them. For enla irgement of this, 


conſider, 1 That in the worſt of times, God 


hath left ſome means for people to uſe. 2. That 
the Lord, by theſe ſmall means, ſometimes 
works great things, and e people thould * 
not be hopeleſs in the uſe of them. 3. Th 
the Lord, one way or other: blefleth che 
of means, how ſmall and deſpicable ſoever they 
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be. 4. That when his people have na 870 


— — 


nary means, proper for producing fuch and 
uch effects, left unuſed ; and they do not ſuc- 
caced, he wills them to continue in prayer. 
Stand kill, and wait for the ſalvation of God: 


as when Iſracl was at the red ſea, and the E- 


gyptians purſuing them, M%/es prays, and bid 


the people tand till, and ꝛ0 ht for the Lord's 


— — — — 


appearing. F. That it is ordinary for the Lord 


to reduce his people in their ſtraits to very 
ſmall means, and yet he commands to uſe them, 
| thereby to try the loyalty and obedience of his 


people, and to teach them not to idolize the 
bell means. 


* 
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Uſe 7 Nr, Let it teach the Lord's people in 


ſtraits, to look what means God hath appoint- 
ed, and to be diligent in the uſe of them. 2. 
: Do not deſpond, nor be diſcouraged, when the 
means appear very deſpicable, ſecing the Lord 
iſes to bleſs the uſe of very forall means, 33 
a hen no other proper means are left, be in 
ne uſe of prayer: for that is ill your duty, 


19 will be the ground of your peace, and let 
God do what ſeems good in his gut, 


The next thing, in the words, is the deliv er 
the diſciples g got, With the circumſtances there- 
of. When tlie; ' are like to be drowned, with- 
in four miles to land, about the fourth watch 
of the night, which is near the morning, love 

launcheth out, Chriſt comes without intreaty;z 
to help by his Omnipotency, ' upon the water, 

walking, which he makes like a beaten road 
under his feet. But, when he comes, they / 
miſtake him, and are afraid: So that the nears 

er to delivery their trial comes, it grows to a 
greater height, And he peaks to them, and 
5 inhibits their fear, and allays it by telling them 

it is he, and thus, in a ew [tep of their. trial, 
they get a new diſcovery of him. As allo, we 

have Peter's ſee] king A a ſingular evidence of its 


being the Lord, by deſiring Ws,” io bid kim 
come to him on the water. 


Obſerve here, That, tometimes, when we 


chink cur trials at a great enough height, Chriſt 
will ſcrew them up a great deal higher. The 
diſciples judged that their trials were at a great 


height by wind and ſtorm, and, at the fourth 


the former was. 2. Becauſe they compare and 

+ meaſure their trials with the” trials of others, 

who have not- met with the higheit, but the 
loweſt of trials. 3. Becauſe chey meaſure their 


under affidting Dijpenſ. — 


not remembring the Lord intends to have them 


Marper and darker, as to the out-gate, than 


trials with the preſent felt ſtrength, not re— 


membring that he increaſeth rengch, and 
gives out proviſion as the trial grows. 4. Be- 
| cauſe they often compare their trial with che 
means left them for an outgate: Not remem- 
bring that the Lord ſometimes lays aſide al! 
means that they have their Fee on, and creates 


74 


new means for their delivery. Ge Becauſe they 
often meaſure their trial by t thcir own forccaſl- 
ing and reſolution for it; where the trial ſome- 


times ſwells to a greater height, than they ap- 
prchend it would go, and the trial ſoon com- 


watch of the night, and yet it pleaſed him to 
_ lengthen it, and heighten. it. For clearing of 

this doctrine ; 7 
Conſider | Firſt, That the people of GOD ſoon 5 
think their trials are at a great height. 1. Be- 
cauſe they meaſure the preſent trials by former, 


further tried, and that the latter end ſhall be 


ing to the height they pitched on, they think 


it will go no further: Thus we err, not Enow- 9 
ing the counſel of GOD. e | 

"Secondly, Contider the Lord hath Aren 
ends in the trials of his people, and different 
thoughts, which ey know not, yet ſo as he 
18 maſter of the trials, when th Cy are above 


8 
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their reach; for he intends to magnify his power 
in their v veakneſs, and to give them fingular 

__ proofs of his life and good- will towards them 
which they were not expecting, and to drive 


thera to ſome things nat are not ſoon Tet « on 
foot by them, 


Thirdl,, Conſider, that: as 18 things n move 


him to wind up the trials of his people to ſuch 
A height, yet it is their duty to guard againſt 
mittaking him or his way. And, for this . 
do not think that it is for want of love to the 5 
party tried, or that he forgets them, as they 
are apt to fancy: For when they were tolling | 
and rowing, he ſaw them, and was at prayer | 
for them. Neither think it undutifulneſs in 
the party tried, that heightens the trials; for 
here the diſciples were at their duty, and yet 
thus exerciſed. And, La/tly, Do not think 
that lefſer trials would be ſufficient to humble 
us, and lay us low, if we were leſt to ourſelves. 
5 Ute Pirſt, Learn to judge of your trials a- 
f right; for it may prevent unſuitable complaints, 
and deſpondency of ſpirit. 2. When you think 
your trials are at the greateſt height that you 
can bear, yet leave room to him, to wind them 
up higher, and miſtake aim not when he doth 5 
| 49; T 1 ä 
. Obſerve, ne That albeit the delivery a 
the Lord's people may be delayed, yet it ſets 
forwards and will come in due time. For am- 
5 plification, We ſuall ſhew firſt, That Chriſt 
comes 1n due time for the delivery of his peo- 


* 


| under aſficting Diſpen/ations. 


11 
FE >> ple. 2. What way be comes, {9 as it r may be 
ar _ faid, he comes in due time. | 
m 5 For the Ari, He comes in due time, when 
„ he comes ſeaſonably to prevent the ruin of his 
n people, Pſalm xciv. 18. When J faid, my foot 


 flippeth ; Thy mercy, O Lord, held me up. 2. 


4 When he pork time with their fit condition 
h cd.oO receive a delivery: and that is, when they 
* are deſperate of any other way, and beginning 
„„ 0 look to God alone: then he comes, as in 
e Palm cxliii. 4. I looked c my right-hand, and 
Y * there was no man to know me; all refuge failed 
g& | me, then I cried to the Lord, thou art my refuge 
Tl and my portion. When he comes and prevents 
a any ſinful courſe we were ready to ſplit on in 
our trial, Pſalm cxxv. 3. The rod of the vic. 


t ed fhail not ret on the lot of the righteous, left 
„ they put forth their hand to iniquity. 4. When 
e | the delivery is ſweeteſt to the party tried, it is 
then moſt ſeaſonable: How chearful were th 

* diſciples, and how alle iagateiy did they Fe 
_ ceive him when he came into the {hip ! 


N For the Second, Conſider, ſome things ap- 
o peared in the delivery, which tell he came 
1 | ſeaſonably. 1. He comes when they are toil- 
ing inthe uſe of means, though they ſignified 
5 j little. 2. He comes without much int reaty on 


their part: For all this time, we hear not of 
their prayers, their deliverance comes as the 
fruit of his interceſſion: For he had been pray- 
i 3 ing for them, and now is ſens; down to deliver 


| 
* 

1 
| 
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them, a pdor party that could do little for 
themie -lves, but were all dead men in their own 
eyes. 3. The delivery comes paving out a way 

For itſelf thro? difficulties, which nothing but 
Omnipotency, ſet on work by free love, could 

| have done. Now, when they cannot come to 


him, he makes the travel to come to them, on 


_ theſe waters that do compete with them, and 
threaten to overflow on all hands. No diffi- 
culty can. ſtand before his Omnipotency and 
_ Almighty Power, wuen his People's caſe re- 
quires it to be put forth, when he has engaged 
them in a hazard. 4. The deliverance comes 
with new proofs and diſcoverizs of CHRIST'S 
love to them in their trials, and of his ſovereign- 
ty over that which was the ground of their 
Rae: He tramples on che ea, "and frees them 
from ſtorms, 85 
Uſe Fir/?, Let his people take courage, and 
ſet their face to the ſtorm for the deliverance 
will come, and in a good opportunity and ſea- 
Ton, in all the foreſaid reſpects. 2. Let his 


people make uſe of any little means he has left 


them, and, when they have no other, wreſtle 
with him by prayer for a little while. * Look 
for more from his compaſſion, pi ity, and inter- 
ceſſion, 1 from your duty, or from your 


derotion- Although diffculties be unſup- 
Portable hy us, yet wait for the gs caſts of 
his power, as the caſe requires. , Wait for - 


diſcoveries of him in all your toil 3 ſuffering; 3 
and this ſhall not be the leaſt diſcovery of him, 


that he mall appear dramffing on ; thoſe. who 


Oe OT 
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under eMigting Diftenſations LE 45” 
| keep us captive, by his Omnipotent arm and 
power: And when he thus appears, I. up. 
your head, for your redemption draws near? 
And; whether 1 be dead or living, 1 charge all 
the godly to act faith in him, as ſetting his foot 
on our ſea, when he ſhall begin to outwit his 
enemies, and divide them amongſt themſelves, 
and to break their purpoſes among their hands, 
and to intricate them with their own work; 
And, when he begins to confound their purpo- 
ſes, and to execute judgement here and there 
upon them, then, I ſay, Look upon him as ſct- . 
ting his foot on our ſea, and expect deliverance 
to his chur ch and | people. N 
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MATTHEW. XIV. 26. 5 1 

And, when ohe diſciples far him roalking « on 76 35 

3 they were troubled. ſaying, It is a Spirit: 
ans 4 they cried out for fear. | 


E were ſpeaking of the delivery the dil f 
; Y ciples got from a ſad trial, and ſhewed _ 
"1 * that the deliverance did not appear till the 
. fourth watch of the night: For, ſometimes, the 
i ( Lord is pleaſed to wind up the trials of his peo- 
ple, higher than ever they thought they could 
be borne up under. But, although he delay a 
longer time, yet, now he ſets forward, and comes 
Ito them, for the delivery of his people comes 
| fill! in due times: when Chrift ſets forward for 


f 144 cl ri/ts care of bis People, 


their delivery, they N him to be ſome 


ſpirit or devil. 5 
Obſerve, That many times when the Lord 


vidently clear in the text; and, in the caſe of 


gypt. 
And here we ſhall ſhew, 


deliver them. 


they do ſo. 


j Moſes ſaid to them, for anguiſh of ſpirit, they 


1 perſuaded, that God intends his good in ran 
ng 


they are under deep apprehenſions of their 
guilt, for then they meaſure every og * 


ets forward for the delivery of his people, 
they do exceedingly miſtake him.” This is e- 


I. In what caſes the Lord's people 2 are rea- 
dy to miſtake him, when he is coming o 


II. What makes them miſtake him, and why | 


I. For the Firſt, They readily miſtake him, 5 
Wins they are under great afflictions of ſpjirit, 
and ſore broken with trials, in which they are 
not fit judges of what the Lord doth or faith | 
bor their good: for then they are under a frame 
of ſpirit, wherein they are ready to look on 
| all he doth as pure wrath, This was lraei's | 
| caſe in Egypt, they were ſo broken with afflic- 
[| tions, that they could not give ear to what 


Iſrael, when Moſes brought chem out of E- 


| had fo wreſtled with affliction for a long time. 
1 And, when a ſoul hath been long and ſore beat- 
3 with evidences of anger, and compaſſed] 


with the terrors of hell, he will not readily be N 


i 


Wh 2. They are at to ks God, when 


der offlidling Hier ende. — 
their own n dferving And, as Peter tld, De. 
Part from me, for I am a 1 nful man: 89 do 
they lay that is a good word, but it doth not. 
belong to me. 7 Thirdly, When God moves to- 
Wards their ende in ſome ſtrange unbeaten 
path: As here when Chriſt was walki ing on the 
_ fea, that was a ſtrange way. And, doubtleſs, 
Jonah doubted of his delivery, when he was 
ſwallowed up by the whale. 
II. For the /econd, What makes the Lord's 
people miſtake him; Anſeber 1. It is natural 
to all men to miſtake the God of heaven, whoſe d 
Ways are not like our ways. We favour o 
_ earthly things, and we take up every thing in 
a a natural way, except we be helped of God, 
we can take up nothing aright that he doth. 
2. We are inclined to miſconſtruct every thing 


| from the prejudices, and miſapprehenſions we 


have of God; ſo that it is not ſo ſtrange that 


5 we miſtake N as that we take him up in any 


thing aright, for as much as by our natural bias 
we have a miſerable way of 1 imagining God to 
be like the. creature, and make his ways like 
the creature's ways. The diſciples think it can- 
not be a man that walketh on the ſea, but ſome. 
ſpirit or devil. He was a wiſe man that ſaid, 
Is this , the manner of man, O Lord? And the 


Lord might have anſwered, “Indeed it is not 
the manner of man, David, there is not a man 3 
in the world would have taken you from fol- 


lowing the ſheep, and have made you a king 
as I did.” If theſe prejudices and miſappre- 
henſions of G OD WCre tubgucd 1 In hs: peo- 
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. ple, they might have much ſweetneſs; but, 
there is always ſomething ſays within, no man 
would deal ſo with one, which is true; yet, not- 
withſtanding, it is God's way to do ſo, you would 
; always remember, that his way is as far abode 
J me 4 way as the heavens are above the earth. 


We are ready to lay down a way to God 
wn to come for our delivery, and if he 


come not in that way we miſtake him. This 
Was the great ground of the diſciples? miſtake 
about Chriſt's reſurreQion, they thought he 

- ſhould have riſen ſo gloriouſly, that all the world 
| _ ſhould preſently have fallen down before him: 5 
And, now fay they, He hath been three days 5 
= dead, and we have not ſeen him, but certain 6 .. 

men have been at the ſepulchre, and have ſeen 
a viſion, They thought to have ſeen him in 

another way, and, therefore, miſtake him; the 
people of God look ſometimes to ſee him in a 
temporal mercy. They expect that he ſhould 
looſe their outward bonds, they look for ſuch _ 
a mean, and he comes to chem! in another as 0 
1 good. 5 


For nn, TR It beten you to leave 


a latitude to God, to deliver his people from 
both their ſpiritual and temporal bond; age, and 


not confine him to this or that mean: For, or- 


dinarily, he comes not that way his people 

woculd have him come, which hath been often 
made out in their experience: And this hath _ 
made ſome afraid to ſpeak of the way they 
would have him come, left he ſhould have come 


in another. 
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under fling. Difdenſmiens 17 


1. Put a favourable conſtruction on every 


thing he doth, and that will prevent your miſ- 

. Takes f kim, and of his way of coming for 
pour delivery, Charity thinks ns evil, God loves 
1 ig c wen and not a churl : He loves the 


an that expects goud of him and his way, 


pas, when your trials are at a great height, 
and the Lord ſcems to be in a ſtrauge way, 


making you meet with ſtrange caſts of N 


gence, ipeak ſparingly of matters until you 
ſee what the reſult will be: For the Gſpenla⸗ Er 
tion may look ragged-like at the firit, which, 
at the long run, will produc e great mercies to 

bis church. 


Secondly, Obſerve, that ſometimes. when God 9 


is ſetting forward the deliverance of his people, 


he uſcth then to ſcrew up their 1 11 a degree 
higher than tbey were before. e diſciples 
were firſt afraid of the fea, but now 5 of an 
- evil ſpirit, to that length, that they cried out, 
and yet Chriſt was coming for a delivery, IH. 


rael's trials never grew great, ill Nofes was . 
ſent to deliver them. 


The reaſons of this doctrine are t theſe.” Hy, 
The Lord doth this that he may decree all 


means in his people's account, albeit, called 
for from them, and that cheir eyes may be on- 
ly to him. Ifrael was broken twice before 
Benjamin, becauſe they idolized their number 
and cauſe. 2. That he may prepare his peo- 

ple for the delivery ; ; altho' fuch be. his com- 
paſſion, that he waits not on his people's frame, 
_ God will bring lomething along „ich the deli- 


b . 2 5 care 7 bis Poole, 


very, that will fit them more for it than ſeven 


years trouble, a little trial in the delivery itſelf 


will do much good, it haſtens the delivery, it 


may be there will be ſomething in the delivery, 
that will break your heart, and humble you _ 
more than all the troubles you have met with _ 
in body, mind, and eſtate before. 3. He thus 


dealeth to make way for the adverfaries cruel- 
ty, and fo quickly fil up their cup, and then 


be turns up their heels in the midſt of their 
pride. Ifraet's. delivery did halt in Egypt to. 
heiohten the inocncy of the enemy, and to ; | 
ripen them for judge ment. 4. He doth this to 
make the deliv ery of his people niore ſweet Eb 
When it comes, Adee 7555 than if it had not met 


with Rops, and been ſcrewed up to the height, 


this piece of trial the Afciples met with, made | 
Chriſt a great deal more welcome than Te would 
have been, if they had not apprehended him 
to be a ghoſt. g. He doth this, that he may 
+ keep his people at an equal balance at their | 
delivery, that ſo they may carry ſoberly under 
the receipt of mercies: For his people are 
light-headed, therefore, he will let ſome wor- 


thy inſtruments fall, when he is about to deli- 


ver his people, that the loſs of them may coun- 
terbalance the delivery. 6. He doth ſo per- 
fect the buſineſs, and debates with ſome per- 
ſons, that be much concerned in the difficulty 
that befals his people, In the particular he in- 
| tended to purſue in that caſe, as in that deli. | 


very David met with from his ſon Abſalom, 
(altho' this compariſon holds not in all caſes) 


aw, . 1 


pu a KK ole: 


ew. aA 


— 
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bis men kill Abfalom, which in David's account 


did countervalue the delivery itielt ; but God 


was correcting the one, aud revenging himſelf | 
on the other. Hrs 


Uſe Zr/t, If it pleaſe God to let you ſee 


your deli ery dawning upon the mountains, | 
then think alio your difficulties : are not all ver? 


I will not ſay what way God may take to de- 
liver us, but I am appretenfive, when ever 
dellvera nee ſhall come, there ſhall be multi ud 


of difficulties interwoven with it, fo that it i: in. 
be hard to determine whether it may be- 
| Iiverance or not, it will look fo like tic on- 
| trary, and this 1 have thought many a time: 
What if there ſhould appear a party for Gd 
and his works in the ficlds, and be broken all 
in pieces, and yet the ſame broken party con- 
tribute for the delivery of his church? Many 
ſuch things are with him. But when your de- 
livery, begins to dawn do not think your diffi- 
culties over. Ye may meet with ſomething in 
the delivery, that may be worſe than all the 
trouble ye have yet ſeen, fo that ye ſhall with | 
| rather to be as ye were befor e, than to abide : 
it. 


Uſe Getnd; 1 would not have the Lord's s peo- 


| ple think that their delivery will wait on their 
|| frame of ſpirit for it: There may be ſomething | 
in the delivery which will give you a frame. 1 
think there ſhall be ſomething that {ſhall hum- 5 
ble his people in Britain and Ireland, more 

than any thing they have met with. God may 
do that! in a night or a day, that will put Jou 


you have met v 
the da- ning of "livery, : 
afraid when they ſaw Chriſt, judging him to be 

an evil pile, yet he came and took a proof of 

55 Peter's 


cure of it. 


Providence. And, 


20 Chriſt's care of his People, 


more to your prayers, than all Ye have for- 


merly met with, 


Uſe third, 1 w ould not have you think the 


delivery will not come, till all the means be laid 
by, no, ye may be miitaken in that, and for 
the inſtruments ye arc 
not that, 


afraid, ye ic alis e, fear 
for, in the gelir cry, God {hall make 
YOu quit of tl em, which {hall accreſs to your 
trial. if, then, there be any of you who have 
the faith of Wee lay your account, aud 


- Prepare to meet with g. reater Gitficulties than 
ita formerly, and that even mm. 
— The diſciples were 


ency. to help. 
Gble erve, thirdly, That the inde's 
are very ſubject to flavith fear, v WRCT Fj ey meet 
with new difficulties: for they 
dien ſin than any other people, "And the con- 


ſcience of fin awakens fear, I mall fpeak, Fir/t, 
Ok this tear, whence it arlles. 


Sccondly, 
they are lo ſubjec to it. 
judice they have by it. 


For the firſt, 
God are troubled with, ariſes from their mil- 


belief, of what God 1 laid concerning them, | 
or elſe they forget it. 
putting and fixing the noch conſtruction on his 
. I flows from deſponden- 
cy of ſpirit and keartlefoncfs, which weaken | 


8 
—— , 


1 
faith, and gave one of his on  fuffici- Hy 


E GOD 
de ſooner With 
Why 
Thirdly, Of the pre- 
And, Fourthly, Of the 
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the Lord yield too ſoon to fear, and think that in no 


under oHicling Dj iſpenſations. I 


their hands io the uſe of lawful means, for bearing 
their trials and being active for an ou:-gate, they grow 
- Ipdifferent as to theſe, thinking the uſe of means will 


do them no good; ſo their faith and hope go to ruin: 


And, there fo lows on this, ſome inclination to uſe 
” unlawful means for an Out=gate, and though they fol- 
| law it not, yet the heart is kindly laid out for ſuch a 
__ temptation, and ordiparily complaints are the fruits of 


{laviſh fear. So it ſtands in an Atheiſtical putting the 
creature in the channel of iodependency from God, as 


if the creature could come and go of its own accord, . 
without commiſſion from bim, IIa. li. 3. It is God 


© that comforteth? they had forgot the Sovereignty 


| of God, and thovght that men might do with them 
what they pleaſed without God, and when it is ſo with 
Jou, an hundred to one, if ye haſten not to be out 
fiom under the trial by ſome unlawful way. 


For the reaſon of this, Why the people of God a are 


5 lo ſubje&t to this fear. The Firſt is, Their great 5 
| ignorance of God's iotereſt in his people: This is a 
main cauſe of all ſlaviſh fear, Iſa. Ii. 12, 13. Thou 
| © haſt feared every day, ard haſt forgotten me, elſe 
thou wouldſt not be afraid of a man that ſhall die.“ 


We take up ourſelves as ſtanding alone, and then we 
fear when no fear is, not conſidering, that God is in 


the congregation of the righteous: It is true, that 
| enemies fear becauſe of God's being among his o Wm 
| people, but ſome take it for his people s fearing, tho 
God was among them, 2. There is the unbelief of 
| what God hath ſaid, for the encouragement of his 
people. 3. Growing Atheiſm, our apprehending God 
to be like the creature, and the creature to be like God, 


as if God$could not work what he would without the 


creature, and, as if the creature could do what it 


would without God ; we put God above the creature : 


in ſome things, and the creature above God in other 


things. A fourth reaſon is, Becauſe the people of 


i Oe Chris care of 1 his Peogple, 


caſe they yield to it without realon, But ye would 


| ſuppoſe and ſhut out laviſh fear, as it falls on you, 


for the hearkenins to it, makes it prevail, and weakens . 


you, which is the next thing, viz. 
he prejudice that laviſh fear brings with it, , 
I weakens the hands of the Lord's people in all du- 


lics. when they begin to fear out of meaſure, d a 


grow indifferent whether they do duty or not; for no 

man will continue at his duty whea his tach falle; 
and, as ſlaviſh fear prevails, faith fails; or, if you 
90 about duty, it is but by rote, as Papiſis do, when 


they ſay their Pater-noſter, and tell over their beads. 1 
A ſecond prejudice is, Soul-diſcouragement; no- N 
thing can comfort his People,” when this fear pres" 5 


vails. „ 


N third preſodice. is, Their Micompofing their N 
countenance to the ſhame of religion; whenever it | - 
gets the upperhand, it makes them look as if they 
ſerved a hard maſter, who. puts them to labour hard, 


and allows no wages. 


A fourth prejudice is, It diſobliges God to Work 
for their ont-gate and delivery; as it is faid, * He could 
dot do many mighty works Among ſuch people, be⸗ 


5 4 cauſe of their unbelief.?L 
A F#th prejudice is, It puts them | in an incapacity 


: for underſtanding their own mercy; we read of Ural | 
in Egypt, that they could not liſten to underſtand | 
What Moſes ſaid to them: nay, duty is then a burden 
to them, and it is eaſier for them to bear the ltone- 
| barrow, than to go about 9 that my" tend to ther * 


: outegate. 


And, a ,t, prejudice is ie, | Whatever God may doi in 


ſovereignty and mercy, the man under (laviſh fear, | 


| hath not a promiſe in all the Bible to look to, that 
God will help him in ſuch a cafe, James i. 7. Let 


not that man think to obtain a0 thing of the Lord, .: 


| becauſe he aſks not in faith, 
For the wm gs wh! ch is the cure of this 


| evil, Firſt, Chriſt's coming to the diſciples cures their 


fears. It is Chriſt's approaching in favour to the 
ma Who is under {laviſh fear, which will cure him: 


under Hiding Bebe 23 


1 7 There is none of the pcople of God, but bring Chriſt 1 


men to do, all will WO 
his people; this is common in every body's mouth, 


and them together, he will heal all their fears, and 
1 Ener all their diſputes. It is I, be not afraid, allays 


all. 2. But as he ſpeaks friendly, ſo he adds his au- 


. hacks: rebuking their laviſh fear, although they had 


ground to be quiet, yet they cannot, till he ſay, It is 
, be not afraid, and yet this does it not to all of 


them: There are ſome will have a ſpecial confirmation 
| of it, and Peter Reps out before the reſt, * If it be thou, | 
5 bid m2 come to thee upon the water, or elſe I will 
not believe: But he ſhall not brag much of it ere 
> all be done. It may be your doubts grow greater be: 
© Þ ©" Fore the end of your days, but pray Chriſt to command 
| the devil of {laviſh fear to ſiſt: However, it is Chriſt's 
| coming that muſt completely allay all your end and * 
ao other thing will do i it. 


Uſe 1. Let all God's people know 9 an i rh as 


| flaviſh fear will attend them, as their difficulties are 
| renewed; and, if Je be guarded againſt it, as knowv- 
zog the prejudice of it, encourage yourſelves againſt 3 
{4 when your fears grow in a dark and cloudy day. And, 
+] to prevent it, conſider the intereſt God hath in bis 
people, How are they ſet as a ſeal on his heart, and 
| * engraven on the palms of his hands ;* and the Lord 
I hath ſaid, « Who touches them, toucheth the apple of 
+ his eye; do we believe this? They that trouble the _. 
I people of God, TOY Go a as al as if they ſtruck ne on EO 
Z the act. F 
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ogether 


but it is the leaſt believed truth in the Bible. And, 


6 {| though ye queſtion not the truth of the promiſe, ye 


or the good of 


24 2 s care of his People, Kc. 


ſtand at the application; Put yourſelves to it, there- 
fore, in this iuſlance, if you can believe and acquieſce 
on It in your hearts, that all the diſtreſſes and affliti- 


ons the people of God in Britain and Ireland are un- 
der, ſhall work together for their good; and, i jt te. 
ſo, as no doubt it t ſhall, . why « are ye not comforted at 


it? 


4 


Uſe 3. Believe this alſo, that there is nothing be- 


fals the people of God, but, by his providence, altho“ 


there be many things they meet with, dot approven 


by him, yet, they mect with nothing but what he 
has a hand in, either by aa active or permiſſive provi- 


ence: Let that be another ground of quietneſs, eſpe- 


cially, he will bring about glory to himſelf, and good 
to you, That the miniſters in Britain and Ireland are 
put from their churches and houſes, and baniſhed out F 
of the country, or confined to ſome remote place, is, {4 


by his providence, and ſhall work together for theic 


good, and yours alſo; and, ſince i it is lo, ought Fe not. 


5 to be ſilent. 


| Ofe 4. 8 and believe, there is nothing but God 
and an evil conſcience ye need to fear: As a man in 
Ireland ſaid to a Biſhop, when he threatened to im- 
priſon bim, know no ſuch perſon as an Evil Con- 
ſcience;“ and, if ye reſolve to fear nothing but the | 
great God of heaven, and an evil conſcience, ye need 


not fear man, nor any other thing; for the fear of 
theſe will eat out, and quiet all other fears, 
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